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Lies and Canon
Satoshi OGAWA
Publisher: Hayakawa Publishing

Overview

This is a short story collection by the up-and-coming science fiction writer Satoshi Ogawa, first published in 2020.
It contains six stories with motifs of time and history and a wide variety of styles that combine genres such as
science fiction and mystery. Science fiction tropes such as time travel and alternative histories are meticulously
planned and concretely depicted (as magic tricks, experiments with electron accelerators, etc.), creating uniquely
detailed worlds that capture the reader’s interest. At the same time, such science fiction settings serve as backdrops
for personal stories—be they at the scale of family conflicts or battles against the state—which draw the reader into
even deeper human dramas. Some of these works are clearly conscious of their predecessors (drawing comparisons
with Ted Chiang and Yasutaka Tsutsui), and whether they be parodies or homages, part of Ogawa’s charm is the
ambiguity of how seriously he expects you to take his stories. All six works are easily approachable, but their
detailed settings and descriptions are brilliant enough to give you the urge for an immediate reread. This is a
collection of masterpieces that crosses over multiple genres of fiction, including fantasy, historical fiction, and

speculative fiction.

Summaries

“The Magician”

After reaching the pinnacle of the Japanese magic scene, magician Rido Takemura disappears, leaving
enormous debts behind. He reappears ten years later during a “time warp” magic trick. Claiming to have invented a
time machine, he announces that he will travel back in time and disappears from the stage. A short time later, he
reappears on stage as an old man and begins to play a video recording of a conversation he had with his past self.
Sure enough, the video shows the younger Rido of nineteen years before, conversing with the current time-warped
version of himself, discussing future information they should not have been privy to at the time (the failure of the
magic troupe). After performing this stunning magic trick, he says he must be off to save himself, and he disappears
back into the past. Rido’s daughter, who is also a magician, is pursuing the mystery of her father’s disappearance on
the assumption that Rido ruined his own life for the sake of a single magic trick. In other words, he spent nineteen
years intentionally making things in his life go awry simply to pull off this one trick. “One cannot always succeed
at success,” he says, “but one cannot fail at failure.” Rido’s daughter gives a repeat performance of the time

machine trick. Saying she is off to save her father, like Rido, she disappears into the past.

“A Ray of Light”
A novelist’s father, a Shakespeare scholar, has died. He leaves nearly complete instructions in his will, but he
has left the question of who will inherit his horse, a stallion named Tempest, as something for his son to decide. For

some reason, the last manuscript his father wrote was on the subject of racehorses. The son has been in something
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of a slump, and he reads his father’s manuscript with great interest. It begins with a description of Special Week, a
real-life Japanese Derby racehorse, and traces that horse’s lineage back to Florries Cup, a horse imported from
England in the early twentieth century to improve Japan’s breeding stock. As he delves into stories surrounding the
ancestry of racehorses and their travails through two world wars, the son realizes how these stories overlap his own

ancestry, the story of his family.

“The Door into Time”

Three fables told the style of One Thousand and One Nights, a direct homage to Ted Chiang’s “The Merchant
and the Alchemist’s Gate.” The fables feature a man obsessed with victory who used to be a painter and a man who
abandoned Judaism and keeps on losing. Both use the power of the Door of Time to alter their past and erase the
present in an attempt to alter events that have come to them but they cannot bear to face. The fables gradually take
on an air of historical specificity, and we learn that they are being told in Berlin in 1945, with the Soviet Army
closing in. In place of Shahryar we have Adolf Hitler, and taking the role of Scheherazade is a Jew whose son has

been killed by Hitler.

“Musica Mundana”

Daiga Takahashi’s composer father has left him a piece titled “For Daiga” recorded on a cassette tape. Despite
its dreary melody, Daiga is fascinated by the piece, so he heads to a place called Delgavao Island in search of its
source. There he discovers a people called the Lutea, whom each own their own music and manage it as money and
property. Is “For Daiga” named after him? Why did his father stop composing, and why did he force his son to

engage in such grueling piano studies? These mysteries become revealed on Delgavao Island.

“The Last Delinquent”

Minimal Lifestyles (MLS), Inc. was founded in 2018 under the motto “No more fads,” and started a major
movement in the 2020s. People’s lifestyles have settled into something leaner and more sophisticated, and fads
themselves have disappeared. In 2028, Momoyama, editor of the general culture magazine Eraser, completes its
final issue and submits his resignation. Going into a train station restroom, he alters his hairstyle, changes into a
motorcycle gang outfit, and jumps onto his heavily modified motorcycle, the Godspeed. He heads to MLS, where
people clad in various faddish outfits are chanting for a return of fads. Momoyama breaks into MLS and sees oddly
dressed employees at a bar beyond the emergency exit. MLS members just want to uninhibitedly enjoy the things
they like without being copied by others. This is a place where they can freely socialize just as they are.
Eliminating fads from the world has finally allowed them to pursue their own originality. Now, no one can copy

them anymore. This has been the true goal of MLS, Inc.

“Lies and Canon”
During the Cold War, Anton Petrov, who works at an electronics and radio laboratory in Moscow, confirms a
phenomenon by which electrons can be sent into the past. Believing that science should be rational, Petrov is
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dissatisfied with the Soviet system and works toward its overthrow by passing classified information to the United
States. Receiving information from Petrov, CIA agent Jacob White plans to use his discovery to send messages to
the past and overturn testimony in a certain trial, specifically, the trial of Friedrich Engels for a factory attack he
was accused of. By ensuring that Engels was convicted and sent away, White figures, he can improve the future.
Marx and Engels would never meet, communism would never arise, and the Second World War would never have

29 ¢

occurred. Using its own terminology (“canonical,” “relayers,” “anchor”), the titular story for this collection is a

skillful blend of speculative fiction and historical mystery.
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