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Prologue--Call from Kanda Police Station 
 
October 1, 2017. 
 Midnight on Sunday. It was already midnight on October 2, according to the date. I noticed 
that I had two missed calls on my iPhone. 
--Huh? Did I hear the phone ring? 
 It's after 10:00 p.m. on a Sunday night, and there's an unknown number in the call log. At 
this hour? 
 Could it be a wrong number? But the voice mail was still there. 
“This is Kanda Police Station, Detective Division. Is this Sanae Ochiai's cell phone?” 
 Kanda Police? 



“I'd like to ask you about your employee, Taizo Shiozaki. ......” 
 About Shiozaki? 
“Could you please call me back?” 
I had a bad feeling and fumbled for my writing utensils and notes to write down the recorded 
phone numbers. 
 The messages were the same in both cases. I replayed the message several times, and when 
I had written down the extension number, I checked the call history once more. 
 It was the same number as the one I had been given, ending in 0110. Oh, right. This was a 
call from 110(police station). 
I wonder what happened to Shiozaki. 
 Criminal Investigation Department. Is it possible that he's the one who caused the incident? 
 He used to be my business partner at the company where I was president. 
 The company is called hon.jp Inc. Founded in March 2004, it is a small company that 
provides an e-book search service. (now IMPRESS Holdings). I participated in the start-up, 
and Shiozaki was assigned to the company a little later. In May 2009, Shiozaki and I conducted 
an MBO (management buyout) to become independent from the Impress Group. Then, in 
June 2015, I became president of hon.jp. In June 2015, I resigned as president of hon.jp, 
established a new company, O2O Book Biz, and took over some of the business from hon.jp. 
The next president of hon.jp was Shiozaki, and hon.jp was essentially split up. 
 So he is no longer an employee of my company. 
And why did the police call my cell phone number? Did Shiozaki have trouble finding an 
underwriter and gave them my name or ......? 
 It was late at night, but they were the police. Without hesitation, I called the Kanda Police 
Station and gave the extension number and name of the person in charge left in the message. 
The person on the other end of the line was not available. After briefly stating my 
requirements, I was passed on to a substitute police officer. 
 The first thing he asked me to confirm was the reading of hon.jp and my address. 
"I'd like to talk to you about hon.jp employee Taizo Shiozaki, Mrs. Ochiai, you're the president, 
aren't you?" 
“No, I'm not. No, I quit hon.jp. I used to be the president of hon.jp, but I stepped down about 
two years ago, in 2015, and now I'm the president of another company.” 
"Then, Taizo Shiozaki is ......." 
“He's the president of hon.jp.” 
“So he is not an employee of Mrs. Ochiai's company?” 
“When I was the president of hon.jp, he was an employee, but not anymore.” 
 The policeman's voice toned down, and after a short silence. 



“I understand. Thank you for your cooperation at this late hour.” 
 I was told. 
 What? That's it? 
“Wait a minute. What's wrong with him? Did something happen to him?" 
 However, the policeman kept talking as if he had something stuck in his back teeth, saying 
things like, "The officer in charge may call you later," or "It's late tonight," clearly in a hurry 
to get off the phone. 
 I wondered what had happened to him. 
Did you get into a bodily accident on the subway? Or maybe you were involved in a fight? 
 I reached for my iPad and accessed Google to search the news using the keyword "Taizo 
Shiozaki”. Fortunately, there were no results to worry about. 
 
And now I try typing in "Jimbocho Subway". 
 I couldn't find any information about accidents or delays. 
 I typed in some ominous keywords into the Google search window, and one by one, my 
anxiety crushed. 
 I could just call Mr. Shiozaki in the morning. 
 I encouraged myself to do so, but at the same time, I couldn't escape the thought that he 
might not be with us anymore. 
I walked to work that day, trying to calm myself down. I walked to work that day, trying to 
calm myself down. When I got to the Kanda police station, I finally decided to call Shiozaki on 
his iPhone. 
 However, the phone was busy. 
 I was both relieved and scared ....... 
 As I walked, I pressed the redial button every few minutes. 
 I had a glimmer of hope that there was some kind of trouble and he was talking to his family 
all the time, but every time I heard the busy tone, I felt more and more depressed. By the time 
I reached the office, the phone was still busy. 
 I called the person in charge at the Kanda Police Station last night, but he was not there 
again. When I finally received a call back, I was told that the police could not talk to me, and 
that I should talk to his son directly, as he had obtained his family's permission. 
 I was then informed by his son that he had died the night before at work. 
 
 
Then, hon.jp Inc. resolved to dissolve at an extraordinary shareholders' meeting dated January 
22, 2018, and posted a public notice the following week on January 29. Finally, the e-book 



search site hon.jp, which was effectively operated by just one person, the president Shiozaki, 
was also shut down as of the end of January. 
 
Chapter 1: Establishment 
Interview with Keiichiro Tsukamoto, founder of Impress 
 
January 15, 2004. 
 I was at Impress in Ichigaya for an interview with the president. 
 I had left the publishing world after resigning from Mikasa Shobo in June 2001, and was 
engaged in call center operations mainly for the communications and IT industries. I was 
engaged in call center operations, mainly in the telecommunications and IT industries. I 
thought that the Internet was the future, so I took a job as a supervisor at two outsourcing 
companies, and I was just beginning to acquire knowledge about IT while gaining experience 
in several fields. When the establishment of Publishing Link Ltd., an e-book business 
company funded by SONY and major publishing companies, was announced in November 
2003, my career aspirations were changed. When the establishment of Publishing Link Ltd., 
an e-book business company funded by SONY and major publishers, was announced in 
November 2003, my career aspirations shifted from the vague idea of the "Internet" to the 
concrete outline of "e-books. In March of the same year, Matsushita Electric Industrial Co., 
Ltd. released an e-book terminal. I found some news that the era of e-books will not be far 
behind, such as the announcement of “ΣBook”. There was no reason for me to continue 
working at the call center, which had always been just a transit point to work on the "Internet. 
I immediately started looking for a new job. 
While searching for e-book related companies, I came across recruitment ads for three 
companies: Digibook Japan (decided to start special liquidation in 2013), music co.jp.,inc. 
Japan (now Mobile Book jp Inc.), and eBook Initiative Japan. However, none of them were 
able to get me to write a resume. 
 I wondered if any of the publishers had an e-book division. ...... 
With this in mind, I suddenly had the idea to look at the website, and it was Impress. 
 It reminded me of my days at Mikasa Shobo, when my boss would call the support center 
while holding an Impress computer-related book in his hand. Paper publications and 
telephone support. Neither is new as a tool, but I found the combination to be very innovative. 
I couldn't tell from their website that Impress was seriously involved in e-books. However, I 
was sure that this company would soon start an e-book business. 
 Besides, my supervisor at the site, whom I had been working with since February 2003, was 
the person in charge of the IMPRESS call center when it was opened, so I knew that I would 



not be forcibly deterred. Even though I hadn't even applied for the job yet, I was ready to 
change careers. 
 In the meantime, I sent my resume and curriculum vitae to the openings for the editorial 
staff of the certification book posted on the website. 
I was 38 years old at the time. I had been working as an editor for about six years at a small 
publisher I had worked for before joining Mikasa Shobo, but five years had passed since then. 
I knew that it would be tough for me to function as an immediate asset, but I filled in the 
"motivation and selling points" section of my resume with enthusiasm and managed to get the 
first interview. A few days later, I received an email with a standard response such as 
"Unfortunately, we are unable to meet your expectations," but there was more to it. 
 It was not for the editorial department, but for the bookstore sales and electronic publishing 
departments at Impress, and they were looking for someone. 
After the second round of interviews, the third round was the interview with the president. 
 While I was waiting in front of the conference room, I was looking at the shelves of new 
IMPRESS publications without even looking at them. There was the standard "You Can Do 
It" series, and the "Thorough Guide" series for vendor exams, which seemed to have been 
written by the editorial department to which I had sent my resume. In the midst of all this, my 
attention was caught by a somewhat unusual A4 size publication that appeared to be on-
demand. 
“E-book Business Survey Report 2003". 
 They also publish a book like this: ....... 
 I couldn't help but flip through it, and found that the market size for e-books in Japan is 
around 1 billion yen, and it shows the growth potential of the market, citing forecasts from 
Nomura Research Institute and Adobe. The report included examples of initiatives by 
publishers such as Shinchosha, Kadokawa Shoten (now KADOKAWA), and Kodansha, as well 
as the actual sales performance of e-bookstores such as Papyrus (now Renta!) and Denshi 
Bunko Paburi. 
 From the 2013 edition, I became the main author of this report, which is the prototype of 
the industry standard report. 
 
Eventually, the interview began. 
 It was a four-on-one interview with the HR representative, the HR manager, the head of 
the electronic publishing division, and the president. 
 Keiichiro Tsukamoto, the founder and president of Impress, was a very energetic man. 
He asked me, "Are you interested in electronic publishing? 
 That much was expected. But he immediately replied. 



"You're strange. 
 But he was immediately followed by an unexpected comment, "You're strange. It wasn't an 
intimidating interview, but rather an impression that he was truly curious from the bottom of 
his heart. 
I wasn't sure how to answer for a moment, but I told him about my surprise when I discovered 
"Deep Love: A Story of Ayu" (Yoshi/Starz Publishing) in a bookstore, and how I felt there 
were new possibilities for something like a cell phone novel. 
 
“So, you read it?" 
"Yes. I read it. 
“On your phone?” 
 I realized something. I realized for the first time that I had never read an electronic 
publication, even though I claimed to be interested in electronic publishing. 
“...... No, in a book.” 
 
(You have reached the end of the standing version.) 


